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B u s i n e s s  E t h i c s  C e n t e r  o f  J e r u s a l e m  

 

The Business Ethics Center of Jerusalem is a non-

profit organization that promotes programs in Israel 

and overseas for business, the professions, the 

education sector and academia. The Center’s main 

activities include development of ethics and 

governance training programs, corporate ethics 

training, seminars, publishing and research.  

 

History: The Center was established in 1992 by Dr. 

Meir Tamari, previously the Chief Economist in the 

Office of the Governor of the Bank of Israel and a 

leading international authority in the field of Jewish 

Business Ethics. In December 2000 the Center opened 

a new Business Ethics Library and Educational Resource Center. The facility, 

endowed by the Noaber (formerly Baan Brothers) Foundation from Holland, provides 

a wide range of resources and includes a unique collection 

of books, pamphlets, codes of ethics and audio-visual 

materials. The resource center runs training programmes 

and lectures for teachers, students, business people, IDF 

officers and academics.  

 

In 2001 the Center was instrumental in introducing business ethics for the first time 

into the Israeli matriculation (bagrut) syllabus for secular and religious schools in the 

business management studies framework. In 2003 the Center 

organized in Tel Aviv, the first ever formally-recognized in-

service teacher training program on "Business Ethics, 

Management, Economics and Jewish Values". In 2006 the 

Center introduced the "Ethics and Intellectual Property Rights" 

educational program in cooperation with the Israel Ministry of 

Education, the US Embassy, Pfizer Pharmaceuticals (Israel) Ltd. 

and Microsoft Israel Ltd. 
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In 2009, the Center held a major corporate conference at the Van Leer Institute in 

Jerusalem entitled: Global Corporate Ethics & Governance Standards - Israeli 

Realities and Ideals. The program focused on the interface between corporate 

governance and business ethics. It primarily addressed the roles of top management 

and boards in these areas.  

  

The keynote speech was given by Prof. 

Stanley Fischer, Governor of the Bank of 

Israel. Prof. Fischer examined how much 

unethical behavior was responsible for the 

recent global economic crisis and he then 

compared ethical standards in Israel to other 

countries 

 

Current Programs for Corporate Sector: One of the Business Ethics Center's 

central roles is to show that wealth creation can most effectively operate within a 

framework of ethics, transparency and integrity. The Center's Corporate Fellows 

Program is based on this premise; it is centered on a select group of leading Israeli 

corporations and their leadership with a view to involve them in a joint effort aiming at 

making a difference in the ethical and governance behavior of major Israeli 

corporations.  

 
The program is a further step in the 

Center's intent to become the focal 

organization for the promotion of higher 

ethical and governance standards in 

Israel and the creation, collection, 

development and dissemination of 

knowledge related to ethical and 

governance issues in Israel. The program 

is modeled on a highly successful program of the Ethics Resource Center (ERC) in 

Washington that has been running for over 10 years. The objectives of the Business 

Ethics Center's Corporate Fellows Program are: 
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 To involve and engage CEOs and chairmen of leading Israeli companies in 

issues of corporate ethics and governance. 

 To develop a cadre of executives throughout Israeli business and industry 

with an expertise in corporate governance and ethics. 

 To provide a center for the dissemination and transfer of ethical and corporate 

governance knowledge within the business community, and between the 

business and academic worlds.  

 To encourage cooperation and interaction between companies, and develop 

innovative ethics and corporate governance programs.  

 

Social Venturing - A  further major are of interest of the center is the development of 

ethics and governance programming for Social Venture organizations in cooperation 

with the Noaber Foundation. Social venturing is an emerging niche that links the 

profit and the nonprofit sectors. SV seeks to identify ways to create social value 

which fall in the interstices between the public and private sector: they are not 

profitable enough for the private sector but they are too enterprise-oriented or too 

expensive for the public sector. The challenge for this sector is to create standards of 

accountability that will keep it focused on achieving its objectives and to create 

structures of governance that will incentivise the organization to adhere to its 

standards over the long term and avoid the all too common pitfalls of "mission-drift". 

 
SUMMARY 

Our experience clearly shows that in a period where schisms and divisiveness are 

rampant within the Jewish world and Israeli society in particular, the areas of 

business and public ethics constitute areas of values and interest in which all people, 

whatever their background or religious affiliation, can find common ground.  

 
 
 

Business Ethics Center of Jerusalem (Registered Non-Profit)  
21 Hava’ad Haleumi Street, POB 16031, Jerusalem 91160, Israel 

 

Telephone Numbers: 972-2-632-0222  Fax: 972-2-642-3141 
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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  O F  T H E  C E N T E R  
 

 
Dr. Meir Tamari   Economist & world renown ethicist   President 

Prof. Meir Heth   Professor of Law    Vice President 
 
Board of Management 
 
Shlomo Handel  Deputy CEO, Migdal Group  Chairman 
Pinchas Rosenstein  Businessman      Vice-Chairman 
Cecile Blilious  Noaber Foundation, Israel Rep.  Treasurer 
Margalit Melzer  Corporate Lawyer  
Prof. Meir Heth   Professor of Law  
Prof. Yair Babad  University of Chigago in Illinois  

Prof. Avi Meshulach  School of Management, Hebrew University 
 
Council 
  

Sholom Menora  Businessman 

Prof. Yaakov Zeisel   Professor of Accounting, Jerusalem College of Technology  

Sanford T. Colb  Patent Attorney, Israel 

Sara Colb    Patent Attorney, Israel 

David Goren   CEO Astra-Zeneca, Israel 

Pinchas Landau   Economics Commentator, Israel 
Chaim Crown  Lawyer, Israel 

Yossi Tsuria    VP NDS Technology Company  
Prof. Shlomo Ekshtein  Professor of Economics, Bar Ilan Univ. 
Prof. Yehuda Skornick Tel-Aviv Sourasky Medical Center 

Emmanuel Dornstein  Retired business professional 
Prof. Yehoshua Lieberman Professor of Marketing, Bar Ilan Univ. 
 
 
Miki Gur   Director 
 
 
F e l l o w s  
 
Rabbi Dr. Asher Meir  
Dr. Mark Schwarz 
Dr. Avi Kay 
David Gebler 
 


